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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

A n t i c i p a t i n g the cons t ruc t ion of a L i b r a r y a n d C o m p u t i n g C e n t r e , i n J u l y , 
1992, the C . A . U . w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d b y Jesus C o l l e g e to u n d e r t a k e a n 
archaeologica l f i e ld assessment. S i tuated w i t h i n the C o l l e g e g r o u n d s s o u t h 
of the C h a p e l , the site is set back f r o m Jesus L a n e b y c. 5 - 12m ( T L 
5425/5882). It present ly falls w i t h i n the area of a t e m p o r a r y b u i l d e r ' s y a r d 
a n d extends west for 3 - 11m into the Master ' s G a r d e n . O n its eastern s ide 
the bui lder ' s y a r d is b o u n d e d b y a l is ted br i ck w a l l . T h o u g h t i n part to be of 
1 6 / 1 7 t h c e n t u r y date , it w i l l be d e m o l i s h e d s h o u l d the p r o p o s e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o c e e d . T h e n e w b u i l d i n g w i l l e n c r o a c h w e s t i n t o the 
p a v e d p a s s a g e w a y o n the other s ide of the w a l l , w h e r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y it 
w a s i m p r a c t i c a l to excavate at this t ime (fig. 1). 

In response to the d e v e l o p m e n t p r o p o s a l s the f i e l d assessment w a s 
u n d e r t a k e n w i t h t h r e e m a j o r a i m s . F i r s t l y , to i n v e s t i g a t e the 
p r e s e n c e / a b s e n c e , 'character ' , degree of p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
range of archaeologica l deposi ts . S e c o n d l y , i n r e l a t i o n s h i p to R i c h m o n d ' s 
recent p r o p o s a l that the nuns ' cemetery m i g h t l ie adjacent to the s o u t h e r n 
s ide of the C h a p e l ax ia l opposi te the cloister (instead of as u s u a l l y t h o u g h t 
its n o r t h s ide; 1992: 3 - 4), the issue of w h e t h e r graves extend into this area 
w a s also a p r i o r i t y . F i n a l l y , the l i s ted b r i c k w a l l w a s inves t igated i n order 
to m o r e f i r m l y es tab l i sh its date a n d d e t e r m i n e the c o n s t r u c t i o n of its 
f o u n d a t i o n (e.g. the p o t e n t i a l re-use of M e d i e v a l m o u l d e d b u i l d i n g stone 
i n its fabric). 

A s the f i e l d w o r k progressed a more general research objective arose. 
That is , the fact that this site has wi tnessed the succession of a n u n n e r y b y 
a ( M e d i e v a l ) co l lege , each c i r c u m s c r i b e d a n d l a r g e l y g e n d e r - e x c l u s i v e 
c o m m u n i t i e s . G i v e n the pressures of t ime a n d b u d g e t a r y restra ints , w e 
were unable to re-direct the excavations i n s u c h a w a y so as to sat isfactori ly 
address this issue - that m u s t a w a i t fu ture i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
awareness of it i n f l u e n c e d h o w the site w a s conceptual i sed a n d e v e n t u a l l y 
in terpreted (see c o n c l u d i n g D i s c u s s i o n ) . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l B a c k g r o u n d and P r e v i o u s Researches 

A p a r t f r o m archi tec tura l ly-direc ted t renching ( w a l l exposing) at the e n d of 
the last century , n o f o r m a l excavat ions h a v e o c c u r r e d w i t h i n the C o l l e g e 
g r o u n d s . A b r o a d a r r a y of f i n d s h a v e , n e v e r t h e l e s s , b e e n r e c o v e r e d 
t h r o u g h v a r i o u s g r o u n d w o r k s . R o m a n pot tery has been f o u n d i n Jesus 
C l o s e n o r t h of N o r t h C o u r t a n d Jesus L a n e (opposite n o . 32); R o m a n glass 
has been reported f r o m the Col lege itself (Browne 1974: M a p 4; Gazetteer # 
1, 3, 16; page 22-3). D u r i n g the course of d r a i n d i g g i n g at the t u r n of the 
c e n t u r y , just east of the C o l l e g e , R o m a n pot te ry , S a x o n m e t a l w o r k a n d 
p o s s i b l y a n i n h u m a t i o n a n d b o n e - h a n d l e k n i f e of that date w e r e 
recovered [ I b i d : # 15). 
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M e d i e v a l b u i l d i n g debris has been recovered f r o m the L a n e i n front 
of the C o l l e g e a n d a b r o o c h of that t ime has been f o u n d i n C h a p e l C o u r t 
( I b i d : # 5, 18). T h o u g h it m u s t have d e r i v e d f r o m a p e r s o n a l co l lec t ion or 
m u s e u m , i n t e r e s t i n g l y e n o u g h , I ta lo -Greek p r e h i s t o r i c p o t t e r y has b e e n 
reported f r o m one of the Col lege 's gardens ( I b i d : #17). 

In 1893/4 excavat ions were u n d e r t a k e n n o r t h of the C h a p e l to trace 
the C h a p t e r H o u s e of the N u n n e r y ( I b i d : # 2; G r a y 1898: 64). The present 
whereabouts of the recovered (non-masonry) artefacts is u n f o r t u n a t e l y not 
k n o w n . G r a y , h o w e v e r , ment ions that they i n c l u d e d fragments of p a i n t e d 
glass a n d t w o comple te pots , one a b l a c k C o l o g n e w a r e of poss ib le 13th 
c e n t u r y date (1894: 121). H u m a n r e m a i n s , p r o b a b l y those of n u n s , w e r e 
d i s c o v e r e d northeast of the C h a p e l i n 1848-50; skeletons b e l i e v e d to be 
assoc ia ted w i t h the p a r i s h C h u r c h w e r e e n c o u n t e r e d i n the M a s t e r ' s 
G a r d e n , at the southeastern e n d of the C h a p e l , i n 1884 (Gray 1898: 64). 

H i s t o r i c a l S u m m a r y 

Jesus C o l l e g e w a s f o u n d e d i n 1500 o c c u p y i n g the b u i l d i n g s of the 
Benedic t ine n u n n e r y of St R a d e g u n d (establ ished c. 1133-8) f o l l o w i n g its 
s u p p r e s s i o n i n 1496. G i v e n that the d o c u m e n t a r y a n d archi tec tura l h i s t o r y 
of the N u n n e r y has been as t h o r o u g h l y researched as the present sources 
a l l o w (Gray 1898; R C H M E 1959; H a i g h 1988), it need not be d i scussed here 
except i n a s m u c h as it reflects u p o n the site p r o p e r . 

The site fal ls w i t h i n the area of the C h u r c h - / F a i r y a r d , w h e r e the 
N u n n e r y h a d been granted the r ight to h o l d an a n n u a l fair ( A u g u s t 14th & 
15th, p l u s latter the 16th) b y K i n g Stephen, later k n o w n as G a r l i c k F a i r . 
The f a i r g r o u n d w a s apparent ly b o u n d e d b y a ' m u d w a l l ' a n d entered b y a 
gate o p e n i n g o n t o Jesus L a n e . U p o n the site's i n c l u s i o n w i t h i n the 
Master 's G a r d e n the fair w a s m o v e d to the wes tern s ide of the C o l l e g e , the 
area of G a r l i c F a i r L a n e ( n o w P a r k Street) w h e r e it c o n t i n u e d u n t i l the 
early 19th century (Gray 1898: 49 - 50, f ig . III). 

It is d i f f i c u l t to t ie d o w n the date at w h i c h the f a i r y a r d w a s 
superseded b y the Master 's G a r d e n , if i n d e e d this w a s the case. The g a r d e n 
w a s ass igned to the M a s t e r ' f r o m ear ly t imes' ; the b r i c k w a l l s u r r o u n d i n g 
w a s b u i l t , i n part , i n 1681-2 ( W i l l i s & C l a r k 1886 [II]: 179). T h i s m u s t be the 
w a l l depic ted o n L o g g a n ' s m a p a n d C o l l e g e p r i n t of 1688. The g a r d e n is 
also s h o w n w a l l e d o n the L y n e m a p of 1574, this p r e s u m a b l y is a n ear l ier 
b u i l d (fig. 3 & 4; N B : R i c h m o n d has a r g u e d that the r ight angle a l i g n m e n t 
of the s t a n d i n g eastern w a l l w i t h the C h a p e l , rather than Jesus L a n e , c o u l d 
indica te that this b o u n d a r y dates f r o m the 13th c e n t u r y w h e n the C h o i r 
reached its present size a n d he, i n fact, suggests that it c o u l d have b o u n d e d 
the nuns ' cemetery; 1992: 3 - 4). 

T h e e a r l i e r L y n e m a p a c t u a l l y s h o w s t w o eas tern w a l l s , o n e 
pro ject ing south f r o m the end of the C h a p e l , the other l y i n g east b e y o n d it. 



The wes ternmost c lear ly b o u n d s w h a t is the 'X ' -pat tern of a f o r m a l b e d i n 
the Master ' s G a r d e n s o u t h of the C h a p e l cho i r ( a c c o r d i n g to the L o g g a n 
m a p b y 1688 this g a r d e n d e s i g n h a d been r e p l a c e d b y a p a t h - d e l i n e a t e d 
rect i l inear g r i d ) . T h i s , h o w e v e r , is p e c u l i a r i n a s m u c h as there are records 
i n b o t h the later 15th a n d m i d 16th centuries that s t i l l m e n t i o n G a r l i c k 
Fayre close a n d gate at this spot ( W i l l i s & C l a r k [II]: 115, note 2). It c o u l d be 
that the L y n e m a p is correct a n d that the f a i r y a r d w a s then c o m m e m o r a t e d 
there i n n a m e o n l y . Y e t o n th is m a p there is n o i n d i c a t i o n of the 
f a i r g r o u n d ' s later site at G a r l i c F a i r L a n e / P a r k St b u i l t o v e r the K i n g ' s 
D i t c h , w h i c h is s h o w n s t i l l i n - f l o w ( N B : nor is this w e s t e r n site of the fair 
indica ted o n later maps) . 

A l t e r n a t i v e l y , the L y n e m a p m a y be accurate i n a s m u c h as the site of 
the o r i g i n a l fa i r l a y not d u e s o u t h of the C h a p e l , b u t i n the w a l l e d 
enc losure (the 'Master 's close' or ' p o n d yard ' ) i m m e d i a t e l y to the east of 
the site. W h i l e this easterly w a l l e d enc losure is not s h o w n o n the later 
m a p s (e.g. L o g g a n ) , the eastern s ide of Jesus C l o s e appears to cont inue its 
l ine a n d its s o u t h e r n r e t u r n ( r u n n i n g west to the n o r t h e r n t h i r d of the 
l i s t ed b r i c k w a l l ) suggests that the C l o s e m a y not h a v e e x t e n d e d to the 
Lane- frontage because it w a s l a i d - o u t i n re la t ionship to a pre -ex i s t ing (fair) 
y a r d . In 1898 there apparent ly w a s , m o r e o v e r , a w o o d e n d o o r i n the L a n e -
s ide w a l l o n the w e s t e r n s ide of the i r o n gates w h e r e the a p p r o a c h to 
C h a p e l C o u r t w a s entered, s t i l l ca l led G a r l i c Fa i r Gate (Gray 1898: 50). The 
i r o n gate i n quest ion m u s t be that s h o w n o n the 1888 O S m a p . There is n o 
s u c h w o o d e n d o o r i n d i c a t e d west of the l i s ted w a l l that b o u n d s the site, 
b u t t w o candidates east of it (i.e. b e t w e e n the w a l l a n d i r o n gate). T h i s 
ev idence w o u l d s u p p o r t L y n e ' s d e p i c t i o n a n d suggest that the f a i r g r o u n d 
lay i m m e d i a t e l y east of the s i t e / l i s t e d w a l l . 

S o m e records seem quite expl i c i t i n their s i t u a t i o n of the f a i r y a r d 
south of the C h a p e l (e.g. "Item for l e d d i n g ij paynes i n the s o u t h w y n d o w e 
there [ in the C h a p e l ] next to the g a r l i k e fayre closse"; i b i d - there is , of 
course , some a m b i g u i t y i n the t e r m , 'next to'). If, m o r e o v e r , the L o g g a n 
m a p is s t u d i e d i n deta i l then a s l ight break can be seen i n the l ine of the E -
W paths s h o w n c r o s s i n g the Master ' s G a r d e n . Those i n the eastern t h i r d 
are s l i g h t l y off-set to the s o u t h i n re la t ionsh ip to the centra l a n d w e s t e r n 
beds. T h i s c o u l d indicate that the eastern t h i r d w a s taken in to the g a r d e n 
at a d i f f e r e n t / l a t e r date t h a n the rest ( N B : this cannot be m a d e out o n the 
C o n s t a n c e m a p of 1798). L y n e i n 1574 m a y there fore h a v e e n t i r e l y 
o v e r l o o k e d the f a i r g r o u n d , cer ta inly n o gate is s h o w n o n the m a p l e a d i n g 
into either y a r d s f r o m the L a n e west of the m a i n e n t r a n c e / c h i m n e y . 

There is yet another t w i s t to the p u z z l e of the l o c a t i o n of the 
f a i r y a r d . F r e d a Jones ( f o r m e r C o l l e g e A r c h i v i s t ) a r g u e d that G r a y 
m i s i n t e r p r e t e d the d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e a n d p r o p o s e d that f r o m the 
b e g i n n i n g the fair w a s h e l d o n the w e s t e r n site, w h i c h later became the 
C o l l e g e C l o s e b e h i n d the houses o n Jesus L a n e ( n o w the h o c k e y g r o u n d ) . 
She c l a i m e d s u p p o r t for her a r g u m e n t i n the fact that a Roger G a r l e c k , a 
n e i g h b o u r of the n u n s l i v e d somewhere i n this area be tween c. 1228 - 1258, 



hence the source of the fa ir ' s later n a m e (Jones nd . ) W i t h o u t m o r e 
extensive d o c u m e n t a r y research it seems i m p o s s i b l e to resolve this issue 
at this t ime f r o m his tor i ca l sources alone. 

M e t h o d s and C o n d i t i o n s o f W o r k 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s w e r e c o n s t r a i n e d b y s t a n d i n g b u i l d i n g s (greenhouse 
a n d sheds) a n d stacks of c o n s t r u c t i o n mater ia ls ( s ca f fo ld ing , b r i c k s , a n d 
sand heaps). A s a result of w h i c h the layout of o u r trenches w a s s o m e w h a t 
c o m p r o m i s e d . P r e v i o u s to m a c h i n e - s t r i p p i n g , s e v e n l m 2 test p i t s w e r e 
h a n d - d u g t h r o u g h the top- a n d b u r i e d soi ls . F i v e of these (1 - 5) w e r e 
excavated a l o n g the l i n e of later m a c h i n e d t r i a l trenches: t w o a l o n g the 
eastern s ide of the Master ' s G a r d e n a n d three m o r e i n the b u i l d e r ' s y a r d . 
The t w o other test pi ts (6 & 7) were respect ive ly located at the s o u t h a n d 
n o r t h e r n ends of the l i s ted b r i c k w a l l to enable the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of its 
foot ing (fig. 2). 

U p o n the excavat ion of these test pi ts t w o 1.50m w i d e t r ia l trenches 
were m a c h i n e excavated, b y J C B , d o w n to the top of the s u b - s o i l . The m a i n 
t rench (I) r a n N / S for 2 2 m a l o n g the w e s t e r n s ide of the b u i l d e r ' s y a r d , 
c o n j o i n i n g at its s o u t h e r n e n d a n E / W r e t u r n (Trench II) that e x t e n d e d 
east for 10m. Together these t w o trenches were of 'L ' - shaped p l a n ; Test Pi ts 
3 - 5 were located a long their axes. 

F o l l o w i n g the e x c a v a t i o n of features i n T r e n c h I a n d another i n 
Test P i t 2, the dec is ion w a s m a d e to b r i n g i n a m i n i - d i g g e r to cut a t rench 
(0.75m w i d e ) l i n k i n g the t w o test pi ts i n the Master ' s G a r d e n , a l e n g t h of 
9 m . Staggered a l o n g its N / S axis, i n re la t ionship to the southern test p i t (2) 
this t rench extended for 7.50m to the south . In order to fur ther invest igate 
an E / W or iented l inear feature i n Test P i t 2, a l m 2 ex tens ion h a d a l r e a d y 
been (hand-dug) off of its western s ide. D u r i n g the course of m a c h i n i n g of 
the s o u t h e r n l e n g t h of the t r e n c h ( south of Test P i t 2) another l m 2 

extens ion w a s o p e n e d o n the eastern s ide of its n o r t h e n d so as to fur ther 
trace this feature. A s a result of these factors, the t rench (III) i n the Master ' s 
G a r d e n took the c o n f i g u r a t i o n of t w o staggered a n d m i r r o r i n g 'L 's ' . 

In total these t r i a l trenches a n d (extra-trench) test pi ts c o v e r e d c. 66 
s q m a n d represent a 7% sample of the 928 sq m d e v e l o p m e n t site. 

R e c o r d i n g Techniques and t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e r e p o r t 

The U n i t - m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n of the M u s e u m of L o n d o n r e c o r d i n g s y s t e m 
w a s e m p l o y e d i n these invest igat ions . The basic u n i t , the C o n t e x t ([1 - 37]), 
denotes an i n d i v i d u a l s t rat igraphic event (e.g. a layer or cut) . Interrelated 
s trat igraphic entities (e.g. a d i t c h and its fi l l) are ass igned F e a t u r e n u m b e r s 
(F. 1 - 16); these are b o l d e d u p o n their i n t r o d u c t i o n w i t h i n the text. The 
a r c h i v a l records , c o n s i s t i n g of the context sheets, g r a p h i c s (14 p l a n s & 
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sections), photographs , f inds and artefact catalogue, are current ly h e l d b y 
the C . A . U . a w a i t i n g eventual d e p o s i t i o n i n a C o u n t y Store. 

For the sake of c lari ty the organisa t ion of this archaeologica l report 
di f fers f r o m most . O n the one h a n d , instead of t r y i n g to i m p o s e a t ight 
p h a s i n g structure o n what are often the a m b i g u o u s results of l i m i t e d tr ia l 
invest igat ions , such d i v i s i o n s have been kept to a m i n i m u m a n d b r o a d l y 
h a n d l e d . There are v e r y few s t r a t i g r a p h i c i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d the 
p h a s i n g is essent ia l ly based o n artefact c h r o n o l o g y - M e d i e v a l / p o s t -
M e d i e v a l . O n the other h a n d , i n s t e a d of b u r g e o n i n g the text w i t h 
a p p e n d e d specialist reports (where the size of the assemblage/data at h a n d 
is rea l ly too s m a l l to real is t ica l ly w a r r a n t s u c h f o r m a l treatment) i n this 
case s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n has been i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h i n the report : C . G o i n g 
a n d D . H a l l spot-dated the pottery; R. L u f f v i e w e d the f a u n a l assemblage; 
H . R i c h m o n d considered, and J. M i l l e r r e c o r d e d , the archi tectural remains ; 
D r C . A . I . F r e n c h e x a m i n e d the soi ls ; a n d the U n i t ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t , E . 
G u t t m a n n , assessed the site's potent ia l for further e n v i r o n m e n t a l s t u d y . 

Figure 1 Site Location 



Figure 2 Trench and Test Pit Location 



Jesus C o l l e g e - W h i t h e r the fair? 

Figure 3 (top) - The Lyne map of 1574. 

Figure 4 (right) - G r o u n d - p l a n of the 
College transcribed f rom the Loggan 
map of 1688 (Wil l is & Clark 1888 II: 
116). 



E X C A V A T I O N R E S U L T S 

The S o i l Sequence 

The site is located at the interface of the F irs t a n d Second Terrace w h e r e 
the n a t u r a l sands & g r a v e l l ie at c. 6.05 - .40 m O D . T h i s is o v e r l a i n b y a 
0.20 - .30m t h i c k layer of m i d g r e y / b r o w n s l i g h t l y c l a y i s h s a n d y s i l t . 
A l t h o u g h a b u r i e d s o i l ('B' h o r i z o n ) , n o ' h o r i z o n a t i o n ' w a s e v i d e n t 
s u g g e s t i n g that the u p p e r m o s t c. 0.10m of its p r o f i l e h a d been t runca ted 
(i.e. the ' A ' h o r i z o n ) . There w a s n o clear d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n this h o r i z o n 
a n d the u n d e r l y i n g sub-so i l . G r a v e l h a d been m i x e d into the l o w e r b u r i e d 
s o i l w h e r e pebbles l a y i n a n o n - u n i f o r m or ienta t ion , thus i n d i c a t i n g that it 
h a d been subject to m e c h a n i c a l m i x i n g (i.e. a r a b l e / h o r t i c u l t u r a l pract ice ; 
D r . C . F r e n c h pers c o m m ) . N o t e that a s ingle w o r k e d p r e h i s t o r i c f l in t w a s 
recovered f r o m the b u r i e d s o i l i n Test P i t 3. 

T h i s h o r i z o n w a s sealed b y a 0.50 - .80m th ick d u m p h o r i z o n r i c h i n 
c i n d e r s / c o a l a n d p o s t - M e d i e v a l artefacts (bottle glass, c h i n a , tobacco p i p e , 
b r i c k s , e t c . ) , a p p a r e n t l y d a t i n g to the 18th c e n t u r y . { N B : Based o n the 
height of the g a r d e n re lat ive to the C h a p e l s h o w n i n the L o g g a n p r i n t of 
the s o u t h f ront of the C o l l e g e , the d e p o s i t i o n of this h o r i z o n e v i d e n t l y 
occurred post-1688). 

W i t h i n the area of the site g r o u n d / l a w n l e v e l p r e s e n t l y l ies 
be tween 7.10 - .55m O D . 

M e d i e v a l Features 

R u n n i n g E - W across the m i d d l e of T r e n c h I w a s a c. 2.10m w i d e a n d 0.45m 
deep, concave-prof i l ed d i t c h (F. 7; cut [016]; f ig . 5). This h a d e v i d e n t l y been 
b a c k f i l l e d w i t h a m i d b r o w n s l i g h t l y c l a y i s h s a n d y g r a v e l ([015]). A m o n g 
the few f inds recovered f r o m this feature (an oyster she l l a n d bone) , w e r e 
t w o sherds f r o m the same pot of c. 13th century date (deve loped St N e o t ' s 
t r a d i t i o n ; D . H a l l pers c o m m . ) . 

Just n o r t h of this d i t c h w a s a b r o a d (c. 3.60m w i d e ) c. 0 .80m deep , 
s l i g h t l y c o n c a v e - p r o f i l e d , N - S or iented feature (F. 8; [031]). W h i l e its n o r t h 
s ide d r o p p e d g r a d u a l l y i n a concave edge , its s o u t h e r n s ide w a s near-
v e r t i c a l . T o w a r d s the west this feature n a r r o w e d a n d a l o n g its n o r t h e r n 
s ide c u r v e d i n w a r d s , sugges t ing a re-cut t e r m i n a l . Its u p p e r p r o f i l e w a s 
f i l l e d w i t h a n o r a n g e / b r o w n s l i g h t l y c l a y i s h s a n d y g r a v e l , b e l o w w h i c h 
the g r a v e l f rac t ion r e d u c e d m a r k e d l y ; its basa l f i l l i n c l u d e d green s t a i n i n g 
([030]). T h i s seems to be a b a c k f i l l e d q u a r r y , but one cannot be cer ta in of 
th is i n t e r p r e t a t i o n g i v e n the l i m i t e d area of e x c a v a t i o n . W h a t artefacts 
were recovered w o u l d not f i r m l y date it (oyster s h e l l , l imestone & c l u n c h 
f ragments ) ; t w o f lecks of r e d b r i c k / t i l e i n its u p p e r f i l l are p r o b a b l y 
unassociated w i t h its use. 
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B o t h of these features w e r e t runcated b y a c. 1.40m deep a n d 2.00m 
w i d e semi -c i r cu lar cut that ex tended into the t rench b y 0.70m (F. 6; [018]; 
f i g . 6)). P r o b a b l y a w e l l , the s ides of this feature w e r e steep a n d l o c a l l y 
u n d e r c u t t h r o u g h col lapse; the base w a s s l i g h t l y concave. Its l o w e r p r o f i l e 
w a s f i l l e d w i t h e x t e n s i v e l y g r e e n - s t a i n e d , m i d g r e y i s h b r o w n s l i g h t l y 
c l a y i s h s a n d ([027]) w h i c h g r a d e d into a m i d g r e y / b r o w n s l i g h t l y c l a y i s h 
s a n d w i t h pea-gr i t s ([018]). Since it a p p e a r e d to h a v e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p o t e n t i a l , a c. 15 l i t re s o i l s a m p l e w a s p r o c e s s e d f r o m its p r i m a r y f i l l . 
W h i l e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , this p r o v e d to be f a i r l y i n o r g a n i c , s m a l l bones w e r e 
present w h i c h w o u l d s u p p o r t the in terpre ta t ion that this w a s a w e l l (i.e. 
f r o m a n i m a l s w h i c h h a d f a l l e n i n ; E . G u t t m a n n pers c o m m . ) . O f the 
d a t i n g of th is feature there c a n be l i t t le d o u b t , ten sherds of 1 3 / 1 4 t h 
century pot tery w e r e recovered (+ one ear ly R o m a n sherd - a 1st c e n t u r y 
' R i n g & Dot ' beaker; C . G o i n g pers c o m m . ) . A p a r t f r o m large quant i t ies of 
a n i m a l bone, b o t h meat a n d butchery waste ( p r e d o m i n a n t l y horse but also 
cattle, p i g , s h e e p / g o a t a n d b i r d ) , o n e / t w o fragments of h u m a n b o n e w e r e 
f o u n d i n its l o w e r f i l l . 

In T r e n c h III l y i n g o n the western projected a l i g n m e n t of the above-
d e s c r i b e d c luster of features w a s a n area of feature (back- ) f i l l (F. 17). 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t i m e d i d not p e r m i t , n o r d i d the a i m s of the e v a l u a t i o n 
require , its excavat ion; it is p r e s u m e d to be of M e d i e v a l date. 

S o u t h of this area w a s r e c o r d e d a large p i t of s e m i - o v o i d / s u b -
rectangular p l a n (F. 9; [035]). The feature w a s 0.90m deep a n d 2.40m across. 
The later f igure is , h o w e v e r , not a true i n d i c a t i o n of its w i d t h i n a s m u c h as 
it entered the sect ion o b l i q u e l y - a w i d t h of c. 1.50m w o u l d p r o b a b l y be 
closer to its true s ize (estimated l ength c. 2.50m). The sides of this feature 
d r o p p e d near -ver t i ca l ly ( local ly undercut t ing) to a f la t i sh , s l i g h t l y concave, 
base. It w a s f i l l e d w i t h a s l i g h t l y c l a y i s h l i g h t b r o w n s i l t y s a n d y w i t h 
frequent g r a v e l , mor tar a n d c h i n c h fragments ; w i t h d e p t h it became m u c h 
more g r a v e l l y a n d lacked the m o r t a r / c l u n c h inc lus ions ([034]). A piece of 
w i n d o w glass a n d t w o sherds of 1 3 / 1 4 t h c e n t u r y p o t t e r y ( i n c l u d i n g a 
decorated strap handle) w e r e recovered f r o m it. It is d i f f i c u l t to be cer ta in 
of the f u n c t i o n of th is feature. T o o s h a l l o w to h a v e b e e n a w e l l a n d 
l a c k i n g suff ic ient f i n d s to q u a l i f y as a r u b b i s h p i t , it w a s p r o b a b l y a s m a l l 
quarry . 

M e n t i o n s h o u l d be m a d e that w h i l e the presence of h u m a n b o n e i n 
F. 6 is p r o b a b l y i n c i d e n t a l (i.e. p o s s i b l y d e r i v e d f r o m p i t t i n g / q u a r r y i n g i n 
the n u n s ' cemetery w h e r e v e r it m a y l ie) , the occurrence of horse , i n this 
case a complete neck, is interest ing. H o r s e bone w a s also recovered f r o m 
the d i t c h (F. 7), a d e m o l i t i o n layer w h i c h sealed F. 9 a n d r e - d e p o s i t e d 
w i t h i n the b a c k f i l l of a later q u a r r y (F. 1 - see b e l o w ) . W h i l e n o o b v i o u s 
b u t c h e r y cuts w e r e seen, their re lat ive f requency i n M e d i e v a l (or d e r i v e d 
therefrom) depos i t s w o u l d suggest that they w e r e b e i n g eaten despi te 
r e l i g i o u s constra ints to the c o n t r a r y (R. L u f f per c o m m . ) . It is e q u a l l y 
n o t e w o r t h y that the o c c u r r e n c e of s h e e p / g o a t atlas ' a n d meta tarsa l s 



Figure 5 Excavated Features 



0 

Figure 6 Trench I East Facing Section 



a m o n g s t the M e d i e v a l f a u n a l assemblage w o u l d , i f the b o n e d i r e c t l y 
reflects on-s i te usage , i n d i c a t e that the a n i m a l s w e r e b e i n g b r o u g h t i n 
w h o l e to (or r a i s e d at) the N u n n e r y a n d s l a u g h t e r e d there. In other 
w o r d s , the assemblage does not just consist of meat joints a n d cuts , b u t 
also p r i m a r y waste . 

P o s t - M e d i e v a l Features 

In the n o r t h e r n e n d of T r e n c h I a dist inct layer of oyster she l l a n d charcoal 
w i t h f ragments of r e d b r i c k , roof t i le (some b u r n t , others w i t h m o r t a r 
a d h e r i n g ) , pockets of i r o n res idue , occas ional large c l u n c h f ragments a n d 
quanti t ies of pot a n d bone, w a s observed to seal Features 6 - 8 ( f ig. 6; this 
d e p o s i t w a s o n l y excavated i n Test P i t 3). The p o t t e r y , p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
B a b y l o n a n d stonewares, is of 17th century date. T h i s 5 0 m m to 0.25m thick 
m i d d e n - l i k e layer w a s s a n d w i c h e d b e l o w a depos i t of s a n d y m o r t a r & 
c r u s h e d c l u n c h (50 - 1 0 0 m m th ick - p o s s i b l y a surface) a n d above a t h i n 
h o r i z o n of g r a v e l . W h i l e this l o w e r deposi t m a y just represent w e a t h e r e d 
upcast f r o m the earl ier features, it c o u l d have been a loca l i sed m e t a l l i n g . 

W h a t is to be m a d e of this series of depos i t s? E l s e w h e r e i n the 
t r e n c h the b o u n d a r y b e t w e e n the b u r i e d s o i l a n d the later d u m p leve ls 
w a s l a r g e l y p i c k e d out o n l y b y a t h i n scatter of c h a l k / c l u n c h f lecks a n d 
f r a g m e n t s . It c o u l d be that these l a y e r s s i m p l y represent s u c c e s s i v e 
d u m p i n g w i t h i n the s l i g h t h o l l o w a b o v e the e a r l i e r c u t f e a t u r e s . 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y the g r a v e l m a y represent a p a t c h y surface , the oyster & 
charcoa l h o r i z o n a m i d d e n or m a k e - u p layer d e r i v e d t h e r e f r o m , a n d the 
c l u n c h another surface. G i v e n the lack of associated s t r u c t u r a l features it 
seems u n l i k e l y that they d i rec t ly relate to (i.e. l ie w i t h i n ) a b u i l d i n g , but 
are rather y a r d deposits . 

W h a t appeared to be the N E c o r n e r / r e t u r n of a rect i l inear enc losure 
w a s exp os ed at the j u n c t i o n of Trenches I a n d II: F. 2 r u n n i n g E - W i n the 
s o u t h e r n e n d of T r e n c h I a n d , F. 1, or iented N - S , i n the w e s t e r n quarter of 
T r e n c h II. H o w e v e r , u p o n excavat ion this w a s not the case a n d , instead of 
di tches per se, these 2 - 3 m w i d e features p r o v e d to be l i n e a r l y o r i e n t e d , 
in terconnec t ing q u a r r y i n g h o l l o w s . 

F. 1 w a s c. 1.00m deep. Its eastern s ide w a s ver t i ca l for a d e p t h of c. 
0.50m; its w e s t e r n , for 0.40m. W h i l e the eastern hal f of its base s l o p e d 
d o w n i n a s t e e p / s h a r p l y c o n c a v e p r o f i l e , i ts w e s t e r n s i d e s h e l v e d 
h o r i z o n t a l l y s u g g e s t i n g that it h a d been recut ([019]). The p r o f i l e of F. 2 
([024]) w a s s i m i l a r i n a s m u c h as its w a s , i n p a r t , v e r t i c a l ; its base w a s 
a s y m m e t r i c a l l y concave. 

The (back-)f i l l of these features (respectively [013] & [014]) consis ted 
of m i d to d a r k grey s a n d y c lay s i l t w i t h f lecks a n d s m a l l f r a g m e n t s of 
c h a r c o a l / c i n d e r s i n t e r l e n s i n g w i t h b a n d s of p u r e sands & g r a v e l ( in F. 2 
there w a s also a substant ia l lens of c r u s h e d c lunch) . In b o t h instances the 
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u p p e r p r o f i l e w a s f i l l e d w i t h more h o m o g e n e o u s d a r k g r e y / b r o w n s a n d y 
c lay si l t . R e d b r i c k f ragments w e r e present t h r o u g h o u t , a n d f ragments of 
tobacco p i p e , bottle glass a n d 17/18th pottery were recovered f r o m it. T h i s 
(late) d a t i n g ev idence contr ibutes to the d e t e r m i n a t i o n that these features 
w e r e , i n d e e d , quarr ies , as does also their i r r e g u l a r lobate f o r m , v e r t i c a l 
sides a n d the evidence of i m m e d i a t e b a c k f i l l i n g (i.e. they w e r e c lear ly not 
left o p e n for a n y l e n g t h of t i m e as o t h e r w i s e the ir s ides w o u l d h a v e 
c o l l a p s e d / w e a t h e r e d ) . 

These quarr ies were observed to r u n west into T r e n c h III: the l ine of 
F. 2 c o n t i n u e d direc t ly , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y south of it l ay another, F . 15, w i t h 
br i ck a n d ch ina fragments i n its f i l l (not excavated). 

In the corner b e t w e e n F. 1/2 , at the j u n c t i o n of the t w o trenches i n 
the b u i l d e r ' s y a r d , w a s excavated w h a t seemed to be the n o r t h e r n e n d of a 
s h a l l o w c i rcu lar p i t , cut c. 0.20m deep into the n a t u r a l (F. 3; [021]). Its f i l l 
w a s a d a r k g r e y / b r o w n v e r y sandy silt w i t h gravel pebbles ([020]). W h i l e no 
p o t t e r y w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m i t , b o n e , g lass , tobacco p i p e , a n d b r i c k 
f r a g m e n t s (red & y e l l o w ) w e r e , i n d i c a t i n g its c. 18th c e n t u r y date . Its 
f u n c t i o n , h o w e v e r , w a s not d e t e r m i n e d - it m a y have been n o m o r e t h a n 
a t r e e - b o w l (p lant ing pit?) . 

Just east (1.50m) of F . l i n T r e n c h II w a s a n o v o i d pos tho le , 0 .22m 
deep (F. 4; [023]). It w a s large ly f i l l e d w i t h red b r i c k fragments i n d e c a y e d 
c l u n c h ([022]). T h i s appears to have been a p a c k i n g f i l l , for i n the n o r t h e r n 
half (the post-pipe) the f i l l consisted of a looser m i d b r o w n s a n d y c lay . 

F a l l i n g at r o u g h l y the same distance n o r t h of F. 2 i n T r e n c h II w a s 
another posthole (F. 5). Sub-rectangular i n p l a n a n d some 0.35m deep w i t h 
s l i g h t l y u n d e r c u t s ides ([029]), its f i l l w a s a s l i g h t l y s i l ty s a n d y b r o w n i s h 
grey clay w i t h gravel ([028]). 

It is d i f f i c u l t to u n d e r s t a n d the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p of these t w o 
postholes a n d the quarr ies , if i n fact there is one. T h e y w e r e s u b s t a n t i a l 
e n o u g h to h a v e h a d a s t ruc tura l f u n c t i o n but , g i v e n the l i m i t e d scale of 
these i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a n d t h e i r r o u g h l y s y m m e t r i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n 
r e l a t i o n s h i p to the q u a r r y i n g h o l l o w s , one c a n o n l y c o n c l u d e that they 
s o m e h o w served to demarcate the area of q u a r r y i n g . 

I m m e d i a t e l y to the s o u t h of the m e d i e v a l q u a r r y p i t i n T r e n c h III 
w a s f o u n d a s m a l l straight g u l l y / m i n o r d i t c h (F. 10; [010]; f i g . 5). T h i s w a s 
0.35 - .40m w i d e a n d 0.30m deep (it has a s l ight k i n k i n its a l i g n m e n t east 
of w h i c h it became s h a l l o w e r - 0 .12m deep) ; it w a s steep s i d e d w i t h a 
f la t ish base c. 0.20m across. F i l l e d w i t h a m i d b r o w n fine c l a y i s h s a n d w i t h 
grave l ([009]), n o f inds were recovered f r o m it apart f r o m an i r o n n a i l . 

It is d i f f i c u l t to u n d e r s t a n d or phase this g u l l y . It crossed the t rench 
at a n o b l i q u e angle a n d l m 2 extensions w e r e taken off each s ide of the 
t rench at this p o i n t to trace it further . Its a l i g n m e n t does not f o l l o w a n y 
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s t ruc ture ( road or b u i l d i n g ) i n the area a n d its extent is u n k n o w n . If 
projected east it w o u l d r u n to (be truncated by?) b o t h F. 2 a n d 1, the q u a r r y 
pi ts i n Trenches I / I I . It w a s not , h o w e v e r , v i s i b l e east of the latter feature 
a n d , t h o u g h it r o u g h l y a l igns o n a late pos tho le (F. 4), this r e l a t i o n s h i p 
seems c o - i n c i d e n t a l . 

T h e g u l l y m a y h a v e f u n c t i o n e d as a (garden?) d r a i n , b u t if so, 
f u r t h e r traces of w e a t h e r i n g s h o u l d h a v e b e e n present . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , 
despite the fact that n o mortar fragments were recorded f r o m its f i l l , it m a y 
p o s s i b l y have been a w a l l b e d d i n g t r e n c h / f o u n d a t i o n . T h i s in terpre ta t ion 
c o u l d be s u p p o r t e d b y the fact that a spread of v e r y d i r t y charcoal - f lecked 
c l a y i s h s i l t w i t h f requent l a r g e / m e d i u m f r a g m e n t s of c o b - / d a u b - l i k e 
m o r t a r w i t h m o u l d e d faces extended n o r t h f r o m the g u l l y . Yet the most 
remarkable aspect of this feature is its a l ignment . T h i s c o u l d suggest it to 
be of v e r y ear ly date ( w h i c h the n a i l f o u n d w i t h i n it w o u l d d i scount ) or 
that it relates to g a r d e n d e s i g n (e.g. the 'X ' -pat tern b e d s h o w n o n the L y n e 
m a p of 1574). If this w a s the case then the g u l l y c o u l d have f u n c t i o n e d as a 
p lant b e d d i n g trench. The latter in terpreta t ion seems the m o r e p l a u s i b l e . 

T w o E - W o r i e n t e d a n d r o u g h l y p a r a l l e l g r a v e l - o n - b r i c k - r u b b l e 
foot ings (7.5 - 8.00m apart) were observed to r u n be tween Trenches I & III. 
T h e y l a y i m m e d i a t e l y b e l o w the turf l ine a n d cut d o w n into the t o p s o i l . 
T h e n o r t h e r n m o s t , F . 11 ([033], w h o s e l i n e c a n be t raced as a s l i g h t 
e a r t h w o r k h u m p across the eastern l a w n i n the Master ' s G a r d e n ) w a s c. 
0.90m w i d e a n d 0.40m deep. The southern foot ing (F. 12; [032]) w a s s l i g h t l y 
less subs tant ia l b e i n g o n l y 0.75m w i d e a n d 0.20 - .35m deep . In ne i ther 
ins tance w a s the g r a v e l so c o m p a c t as to i n d i c a t e great l o a d - b e a r i n g 
capaci ty . T h i s , a n d the absence of any f loors or associated services, w o u l d 
suggest that they d i d not carry a b u i l d i n g . These p a d - l i k e foot ings , ins tead, 
p r o b a b l y m a r k the l ines of 19th g a r d e n paths (as s h o w n o n the O S m a p of 
1888). 

The Test P i t s 

Features w e r e also f o u n d i n the w a l l - s i d e test p i ts . In the n o r t h e r n m o s t (7) 
a c. 0.70m d i a . c i rcular p i t , 0.35 m deep (F. 13; [026]), w a s f o u n d cut into the 
top of n a t u r a l at the foot of the eastern s t a n d i n g w a l l (see b e l o w ) . F i l l e d 
w i t h pa le to m i d g r e y / b r o w n s l i g h t l y c l a y i s h f ine s a n d y si l t ([025]), one 
piece of g l a z e d pot tery , fragments of b r i c k , tile a n d c l u n c h were recovered 
f r o m it . B o t h the range of f i n d s a n d the p i t ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p to the w a l l 
w o u l d def in i te ly indicate that it post-dates its construct ion . 

W i t h i n Test P i t 6, w h i l e the top of the b u r i e d s o i l l a y at the same 
a p p r o x i m a t e l e v e l as i t d i d i n T r e n c h II, it w a s a l m o s t 0 .50m deep (as 
o p p o s e d to 0.15 - .20m). T h o u g h this m a y just reflect l o c a l v a r i a t i o n i n the 
top of the n a t u r a l , it c o u l d suggest the existence of a m u c h larger (unseen) 
feature. T w o features were excavated i n the base of this p i t : 
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F. 16 - The s o u t h e r n hal f of a s u b - c i r c u l a r p i t , c. 0.60m w i d e a n d 0.17m 
deep. It w a s f i l l e d w i t h loose m i d b r o w n s a n d y si l t w i t h g r a v e l . N o d a t i n g 
ev idence w a s recovered f r o m this feature w h i c h w a s o n l y r e v e a l e d w i t h 
the r e m o v a l of the b u r i e d s o i l . 

F.14 - T h i s w a s a m u c h m o r e substant ia l sub-rec tangular feature c u t t i n g 
d o w n to the northeast f r o m the top of the b u r i e d s o i l (where it w a s sealed 
b y the f o u n d a t i o n of the w a l l ) to a total d e p t h of 0.70m. The f i l l cons is ted 
of l ight b r o w n i s h grey c lay silts m i x e d w i t h l i g h t g r e y i s h w h i t e c r u s h e d 
c l u n c h . The u p p e r f i l l , i n fact, cons is ted a lmost ent i re ly of p u r e c l u n c h , 
p r o b a b l y b a c k f i l l a n t i c i p a t i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the w a l l . O c c a s i o n a l 
fragments of y e l l o w tile a n d bone were the o n l y artefacts recovered. 

W h i l e F. 14 d e f i n i t e l y pre-dates the w a l l , the f i n d s suggest that it is 
u n l i k e l y to h a v e b e e n a n ear ly ( M e d i e v a l ) feature . T h i s a t t r i b u t i o n is , 
h o w e v e r , far f r o m certain. 

The o n l y w a y b y w h i c h to analyse the c o m p o s i t i o n a n d character of 
the feature-seal ing d u m p layer is t h r o u g h the artefacts recovered f r o m the 
h a n d - d u g test p i t s . Its m a t r i x w a s qui te u n i f o r m , v e r y d i r t y g a r d e n s o i l 
w i t h a h i g h f requency of i n c l u s i o n s . The top c. 0.35 - 5 0 m w a s g e n e r a l l y 
m u c h m o r e l o a m y , b e l o w w h i c h it became pa ler w i t h a r e d u c e d c lay a n d 
increased sand content. A s far as possible the f inds w e r e kept separate f r o m 
these t w o deposi ts (fig. 6 & 7; N B : W i t h i n the conf ines of a l m 2 there w a s 
some d i f f i c u l t y i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g the l o w e r of these d e p o s i t s f r o m the 
b u r i e d s o i l . T h i s , h o w e v e r , has l i t t le i m p a c t for these p u r p o s e s as a lmost 
n o f i n d s w e r e f o u n d therein). 

Q u a n t i t i e s of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l ( b r i c k / t i l e ; fewer m o r t a r a n d stone 
fragments) a n d c h a r c o a l / c i n d e r s / c o a l w e r e present i n this h o r i z o n . These 
are not i n c l u d e d i n the f o l l o w i n g analysis d u e to the fact that these artefact 
categories w e r e o n l y s a m p l e c o l l e c t e d . O n average 69 artefacts w e r e 
r e c o v e r e d f r o m each l m 2 . H o w e v e r , this f i g u r e is i n f l a t e d d u e to the 
i n c l u s i o n of Test P i t 3, p r o d u c i n g 167 f i n d s , because it cut t h r o u g h the 
above-descr ibed m i d d e n - l i k e layer . W i t h o u t the i n c l u s i o n of this m a t e r i a l , 
the average densi ty w o u l d be c. 40 f inds per l m 2 . 

T h o u g h there are e x c e p t i o n s (Test P i t s 3 & 7), g e n e r a l l y m o r e 
m a t e r i a l ( 3 - 5 t imes the amount) w a s f o u n d i n the u p p e r d u m p e d layer 
t h a n the l o w e r . T h i s w o u l d be consistent w i t h l o n g - t e r m ( 'mechanical ' ) 
r e - w o r k i n g of the s o i l t h r o u g h g a r d e n i n g . T h i s act ion is also d e m o n s t r a t e d 
t h r o u g h the v e r t i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of p o t t e r y t h r o u g h o u t the h o r i z o n . F o r 
example , i n the u p p e r s o i l zone i n Test P i t 7, t w e l v e pieces of pot tery w e r e 
recovered : 11 of later 1 9 / 2 0 t h century date (transfer c h i n a & f l o w e r pot) 
a n d one sherd of c. 17th century B a b y l o n w a r e . In the l o w e r h o r i z o n , o n l y 
three 1 9 / 2 0 t h c e n t u r y pieces w e r e present as o p p o s e d to f o u r 1 7 / 1 8 t h 
c e n t u r y sherds (sal t -glaze, B a b y l o n , D e l f t a n d W e s t e r w a l d s t o n e w a r e ) . 
S i m i l a r l y i n Test P i t 3, 21 sherds , t w o of 17th, four of 18th a n d 15 of 19th 
c e n t u r y date w e r e recovered f r o m the u p p e r zone . W h e r e a s i n the l o w e r 

15 



h o r i z o n ( i n c l u d i n g the m i d d e n layer a n d part of the u p p e r f i l l of F. 6) 52 
pieces were present: one 19th century transfer ch ina , 27 of 17th century a n d 
25 of 14/15th century date ( i n c l u d i n g C a m b r i d g e Sgraffito). 

W h e n taken as a w h o l e , a n d if the glass a n d tobacco p i p e ev idence is 
c o n s i d e r e d , these d i s t r i b u t i o n s w o u l d suggest that w h i l e this h o r i z o n w a s 
d u m p e d i n the later 1 7 / 1 8 t h c e n t u r y , it w a s subject to e x t e n s i v e re­
w o r k i n g / t u r n i n g - occasional ear ly pieces b e i n g b r o u g h t u p , a n d a f e w late 
pieces, d o w n . 

The L i s t e d W a l l 

The fabr ic of the s t a n d i n g y e l l o w / b r o w n b r i c k w a l l h a d recent ly b e e n 
assessed b y D . A . H . R i c h m o n d w h o c o n c l u d e d that a p p r o x i m a t e l y hal f of 
its present l e n g t h appears to date f r o m the 1 6 / 1 7 t h c e n t u r y (1992: f i g . 2, 
parts D & F). The results of the t w o test pi ts excavated at its foot w o u l d , 
h o w e v e r , a rgue against this a t t r i b u t i o n . In b o t h instances the w a l l w a s 
f o u n d to be carr ied o n a c l u n c h b l o c k foo t ing o n l y one course h i g h w h i c h 
l a y at r o u g h l y the same d e p t h (base at 6.5 - 6.60m O D ) . The most t e l l i n g 
e v i d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g its date came f r o m the n o r t h e r n test p i t (7; [012]), 
w h e r e a red b r i c k a n d dressed Barnack stone w a l l s tood for 0.75m above 
the f o u n d a t i o n (f ig. 7). The f o u n d a t i o n w a s d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m the w a l l 
p r o p e r b o t h b y its d i s t inc t ive b u i l d i n g mater ia ls a n d a greater q u a n t i t y of 
m o r t a r w h i c h o o z e d f r o m its jo ints . T h e w a l l w a s , m o r e o v e r , r o u g h l y 
p l u m b ; the foot ing w a s cut into the top of the b u r i e d s o i l . O n top of the r e d 
b r i c k w a l l , at the height of present g r o u n d leve l a n d the p l i n t h course , l ies 
the y e l l o w b r i c k w a l l . A h o l e / s e r v i c e t rench h a d been p u n c h e d t h r o u g h 
the l o w e r w a l l for the inser t ion of an i r o n p i p e , p r o b a b l y h o l d i n g electr ical 
cables. Set in to i t , above the p i p e , w a s an i n v e r t e d b l o c k of c o u r s e d r e d 
b r i c k s . T h o u g h this ev idence is not c o n c l u s i v e , it w o u l d suggest that the 
u p p e r b r i c k w a l l post-dates the l a y i n g of this p i p e , for o therwise it w o u l d 
h a v e been y e l l o w b r i c k s p l a c e d into this gap (i.e. a r e d b r i c k w a l l m u s t 
have been u p s t a n d i n g w h e n the p i p e w a s la id ) . T h i s indicates that as the 
w a l l (free-) s tands, a n d w h i l e one accepts that it m a y have been b u i l t of 
ear l ier (re-used) b r i c k s , its c o n s t r u c t i o n cannot be ear l ier t h a n the later 
19 th /ear ly 20th century. 

These f i n d i n g s w o u l d , i n part , be corroborated b y the fact that the 
a b o v e - d e s c r i b e d d u m p e d s o i l that m a d e - u p the g r o u n d l e v e l a b o v e the 
f o u n d a t i o n l e v e l (c. 0.80m) o b v i o u s l y p o s t - d a t e d the r e d b r i c k a n d 
l i m e s t o n e w a l l . T h e s t a n d i n g y e l l o w b r i c k w a l l m u s t p o s t - d a t e these 
deposi ts . It cannot , therefore, have been constructed ear l ier t h a n the last, 
a n d w a s p r o b a b l y b u i l t i n this, century. 

T h e s t r u c t u r a l sequence i n the s o u t h e r n m o s t w a l l - s i d e p i t (6) is 
s o m e w h a t m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d . O n l y i n its e x p o s e d n o r t h e r n quarter d i d , 
w h a t appeared to be, the o r i g i n a l r e d b r i c k & l imestone / c l u n c h b l o c k w a l l 
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Figure 7 Elevation of Wall [012] and Test Pit 7 



s u r v i v e , a l t h o u g h it is poss ib le that even this is an area of repair . S o u t h of 
this p o i n t the w a l l h a d cer ta in ly been c o m p l e t e l y re -bui l t f r o m above the 
l e v e l of the f o o t i n g i n b r i c k s v e r y s i m i l a r to the s t a n d i n g w a l l . T h e face 
w a s p l u m b , i n d i c a t i n g that it h a d been e x p o s e d / f r e e - s t a n d i n g . The pat tern 
of its b o n d i n g (stretcher o n l y ) d i f f e r e d , h o w e v e r , f r o m the above g r o u n d 
l e v e l / p l i n t h w a l l w h i c h is l a i d i n E n g l i s h B o n d . T h i s suggests that the 
o r i g i n a l (red br ick) w a l l h a d been re-bui l t at least once before the s t a n d i n g 
w a l l w a s constructed. 

Summary 

F r o m the out-set it s h o u l d be n o t e d that a l t h o u g h a w o r k e d p r e h i s t o r i c 
f l in t a n d s h e r d of R o m a n pot tery w e r e r e c o v e r e d , n o d e m o n s t r a b l y p r e -
M e d i e v a l features w e r e . S i m i l a r l y , despi te the presence of s m a l l h u m a n 
bone f ragments i n the l o w e r f i l l of F. 6, the M e d i e v a l w e l l , n o trace w a s 
f o u n d of a (nuns') cemetery. H o w e v e r , the f o l l o w i n g w a s d i s c o v e r e d : 

1) M e d i e v a l (13/14th century) quarr ies , a n d a d i t c h a n d w e l l 
(F. 6 - 9 , 17). A s p r e a d of m o u l d e d c o b - / d a u b - l i k e m o r t a r 
fragments i n T r e n c h III m a y reflect the d e m o l i t i o n of a w a l l . 

2) P o s t - M e d i e v a l quarr ies , m i n o r pi ts a n d postholes (F. 1 - 5 , 
13 - 16). A n o b l i q u e l y - o r i e n t e d g u l l y i n T r e n c h III (F. 10) m a y 
h a v e been a p l a n t b e d d i n g t r e n c h i n the M a s t e r ' s G a r d e n . 
W i t h i n T r e n c h I, a success ion of y a r d - t y p e depos i t s , one of 
w h i c h w a s m i d d e n - l i k e , s u r v i v e d l o c a l l y . 

3) W h i l e carr ied o n a 16 /17th century f o u n d a t i o n a n d , l o c a l l y , 
its o r i g i n a l r e d b r i c k a n d c l u n c h / l i m e s t o n e b l o c k w a l l , as its 
stands the (listed) b r i c k w a l l that borders the b u i l d e r ' s y a r d is 
of late 19 /20th century date. 

4) A l l of the above w e r e sealed b y a m a s s i v e 18th c e n t u r y 
m a k e - u p h o r i z o n . T w o g r a v e l - p a c k e d foot ings (F. 11 & 12), 
p r o b a b l y c a r r y i n g 19th century g a r d e n paths , w e r e f o u n d cut 
into the t o p s o i l . 
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DISCUSSION 

The fragments of cob- l ike mortar recovered f r o m the surface of the b u r i e d 
s o i l i n T r e n c h III m a y w e l l d e r i v e f r o m the d e m o l i t i o n of the m u d w a l l 
k n o w n to h a v e s u r r o u n d e d the n u n s ' f a i r y a r d . T h e fact that the 
f a i r g r o u n d w a s so enc losed a n d entered b y a gate off of Jesus L a n e has 
i m p o r t a n t ramif icat ions concern ing the ear ly use of the site, if i n d e e d it lay 
there. If the fa ir w a s o n l y h e l d a n n u a l l y for three d a y s it does not 
necessar i ly i m p l y that the y a r d s t o o d u n u s e d for 362 d a y s a year . It is 
r e a s o n a b l e to p r e s u m e that i t w o u l d h a v e h o s t e d o t h e r ( o u t d o o r ) 
funct ions , as suggested b y the existence of the w e l l a n d other features (e.g. 
l a u n d e r i n g ) w h e n not a f a i r g r o u n d . In re la t ionship to the issue of w h e t h e r 
s u c h secondary usage w a s extra-site or n u n n e r y - r e l a t e d , the k e y issue is 
w h e t h e r it h a d other (back) e n t r a n c e w a y s a n d w a s accessible f r o m the 
n u n n e r y or c o u l d just be entered f r o m Jesus L a n e . The f o r m e r s i t u a t i o n 
seems the m o r e l i k e l y i n a s m u c h as i n 1654-55 there is a re ference 
concern ing a ' h i g h w a y ' l e a d i n g f r o m the fair gate to the C o l l e g e ( W i l l i s & 
C l a r k 1886 [II]: 115, note 2).. 

The p o t e n t i a l occurrence of the fa ir on-si te c o u l d account for the 
apparent t r u n c a t i o n of the u p p e r b u r i e d s o i l h o r i z o n . W h i l e it m a y just 
h a v e been i n c i d e n t a l l y ob l i te ra ted t h r o u g h the t r a m p l i n g of a s s e m b l e d 
throngs , the fact that so few artefacts w e r e recovered f r o m the b u r i e d s o i l 
c o u l d suggest i n t e n t i o n a l r e m o v a l , p e r h a p s for the a d d i t i o n of its h u m i c 
s o i l in to g a r d e n s e l s e w h e r e i n the n u n n e r y . These a r g u m e n t s w o u l d , 
h o w e v e r , p r e s u m e that there w a s neg l ig ib le artefact loss a f t e r w a r d s - one 
w o u l d expect m o r e m a t e r i a l to have been d r o p p e d a n d t r a m p l e d into this 
h o r i z o n d u r i n g the fa ir . If, m o r e o v e r , the ' A ' - h o r i z o n h a d been t r a m p l e d 
a w a y one s h o u l d be able to detect this act ion i n w h a t remains of the b u r i e d 
s o i l ( i n t e r m i x e d lens ing) a n d this is not the case. There fore , it m a y be 
more l i k e l y that this h o r i z o n w a s t runcated i m m e d i a t e l y i n advance of the 
s i t e / y a r d b e i n g t a k e n i n t o the M a s t e r ' s G a r d e n . Ye t recourse to th is 
a r g u m e n t w o u l d not e x p l a i n w h y , w h a t seems to have been a success ion 
of 16th(?) /17th c e n t u r y surfaces s u r v i v e above the p o c k e t of M e d i e v a l 
features i n the n o r t h hal f of T r e n c h I unless this t r u n c a t i o n is a l o c a l i s e d 
(d iscont inuous) p h e n o m e n o n . The i n f o r m a t i o n is not at h a n d at this t i m e 
to r e s o l v e these q u e s t i o n s a n d s h o u l d f u r t h e r w o r k take p l a c e the 
i n t e r f a c e ( s ) of the s o i l s e q u e n c e a n d the m e c h a n i s m of i t s 
d e p o s i t i o n / t r u n c a t i o n w a r r a n t s deta i led i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

In m a n y respects it is d i f f i c u l t to d iscuss the p r e - C o l l e g e features 
w i t h o u t b e i n g certain w h e t h e r this w a s , i n d e e d , the site of the G a r l i c F a i r 
or if it e i ther l a y i m m e d i a t e l y to the east or at the w e s t e r n e n d of the 
N u n n e r y / C o l l e g e g r o u n d s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e is 
i n c o n c l u s i v e (see H i s t o r i c a l S u m m a r y above) . If f u r t h e r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
w o r k s s h o u l d take place i n the i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y then its d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
s h o u l d be a p r i o r i t y . T h i s b e i n g s a i d , the archaeologica l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a 
f a i r g r o u n d (or marketp lace ) is n o t o r i o u s l y d i f f i c u l t w i t h o u t large-scale 
e x c a v a t i o n , for the e v i d e n c e b e i n g s o u g h t is essent ia l ly n e g a t i v e (i.e. a 
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large area l a c k i n g b u i l d i n g s a n d features). T h i s s i t u a t i o n is not m a d e any-
easier i f the fa i r w a s o n l y of a shor t a n n u a l d u r a t i o n i n a s m u c h as 
s e c o n d a r y a c t i v i t i e s m a y f u r t h e r i n t e r f e r e w i t h the r e c o g n i t i o n of 
' b l a n k / e m p t y ' space. In this instance the most l i k e l y w a y of 'seeing' the 
fair w o u l d be the d i s c o v e r y of the l ine of its s u r r o u n d i n g m u d w a l l (see 
b e l o w ) . A p a r t f r o m the ' m u d w a l l ' f ragments , the o n l y ev idence recovered 
re la t ing to the issue of the s i te /exis tence of the fair are the discreet ear ly 
p o s t - M e d i e v a l layers i n T r e n c h I (the m i d d e n - t y p e a n d c l u n c h h o r i z o n s ) . 
Yet w h i l e their presence c o u l d argue against a g a r d e n usage at the t ime , it 
is just poss ib le that co l l ec t ive ly these depos i t s represent a c l u n c h - s e a l e d 
m i d d e n w i t h i n a garden . 

In re la t ion to these arguments it is n o t e w o r t h y that the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of M e d i e v a l features is c o n f i n e d to the n o r t h e r n hal f of Trenches I & II. 
There is n o necessary reason w h y the f a i r g r o u n d w o u l d h a v e e x t e n d e d 
n o r t h over a l l the site. C o u l d this apparent N - S d i v i d e represent a 'b lank' 
(fair) space as o u t l i n e d above? In w h i c h case the series of layers f o u n d to 
over l ie F. 6 - 8 i n the n o r t h e r n hal f of T r e n c h I c o u l d have been a sealed 
m i d d e n i n the back corner of the Master ' s G a r d e n d u m p e d i m m e d i a t e l y 
b e h i n d the f a i r y a r d w a l l . ( N B : no y a r d - e n c l o s i n g ' m u d w a l l ' f o o t i n g t rench 
w a s d i s t i n g u i s h e d at this point ) . 

There are t w o p o i n t s to bear i n m i n d i n r e l a t i o n s h i p to the later 
d e p o s i t i o n of the mass ive feature-seal ing d u m p : 

1) It post-dates b o t h the o r i g i n a l construct ion of the east-of-site (listed) w a l l 
a n d also apparent ly its first 18th century r e - b u i l d i n b r i c k (e.g. i n Test P i t 6; 
i t is the b r i c k f r o m this r e b u i l d that m a y have been re -used i n its m u c h 
later, late 19 th/20th century , s t a n d i n g form) . 

2) It m a y not be a n ent i re ly loca l i sed p h e n o m e n o n . A s H . R i c h m o n d has 
a r g u e d i n r e l a t i o n s h i p to the l o w e r l e v e l of the C h a p t e r H o u s e 
entranceway f loor , the entire area of the C o l l e g e seems to have been m a d e -
u p b y c. 1.00m - o n l y d u m p i n g o n an e n o r m o u s scale c o u l d have created 
g r o u n d s that are as a flat as a b i l l i a r d table. 

O n e cannot be certain that this m a k e - u p d u m p i n g took place across 
the C o l l e g e at the same t ime (it m a y after a l l be depos i ted across the site at 
a later date). N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n the l i g h t of the i n f o r m a t i o n at h a n d it is 
reasonable to p r e s u m e so. G i v e n these caveats , the sheer scale of its 
d e p o s i t i o n is e x t r a o r d i n a r y . Yet it is not d i s s i m i l a r to e v i d e n c e of large-
scale p o s t - M e d i e v a l m a k e - u p d e p o s i t i o n i n o ther t o w n s (e.g. E l y or 
Leicester) : e ssent ia l ly the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of w i d e s p r e a d ' n i g h t - s o i l ' a n d 
refuse f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l / h o r t i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y o n t o w n f r i n g e s . W h a t , 
h o w e v e r , is u n u s u a l is that a C o l l e g e w o u l d o p e n its d o o r s to s u c h 
'dis tasteful ' deposi ts . O n the one h a n d , it c o u l d relate to the e v i d e n c e of 
17 /18 th century q u a r r y i n g f o u n d o n the site, for this itself is a s u r p r i s i n g 
ac t iv i ty to have taken place w i t h i n C o l l e g e g r o u n d s . It m a y have been for 
i m m e d i a t e C o l l e g e use or , a l t e r n a t i v e l y , g i v e n the fact that the C o l l e g e 
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g r o u n d s extend over a vast area of the grave l terrace i n close p r o x i m i t y to 
the t o w n , reflect the Col lege 's f inanc ia l state (i.e. e x p l o i t e d as a c o m m e r c i a l 
enterprise) . In the case of the latter scenario this q u a r r y i n g m a y have been 
w i d e s p r e a d across the g r o u n d s a n d , if so, the C o l l e g e c o u l d h a v e i n v i t e d 
s u c h d u m p i n g as a means of c o r r e s p o n d i n g m a k e - u p . O n the other h a n d , 
the d e p o s i t i o n of t h i s h o r i z o n c o u l d p e r t a i n to s p e c i f i c C o l l e g e 
c i rcumstances . G i v e n the nearness of the C a m its d e p o s i t i o n m i g h t relate 
to f l o o d p r o t e c t i o n (i.e. the c r e a t i o n of a n a r t i f i c i a l terrace s c a r p ) . 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y , it c o u l d s i m p l y reflect the C o l l e g e p u t t i n g o n ' p u b l i c face' i n 
the 18th century : the g r o o m i n g of its g r o u n d s so as to m a s k loca l (ad hoc) 
i r regular i t ies i n g r o u n d l e v e l . 

Research and E x c a v a t i o n D i r e c t i v e s 

The a r c h e o l o g i c a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of w h e t h e r the site is , i n fact, the 
f a i r g r o u n d c o u l d be achieved b y excavat ing ( E / W oriented) trenches west 
f r o m T r e n c h I e x t e n d i n g b e y o n d the area of T r e n c h III a n d across the area 
w h e r e the spread of cob- l ike w a l l f ragments w e r e f o u n d . I f / o n c e the w a l l 
foot ing trench is f o u n d , then it s h o u l d be traced t o w a r d s the C h a p e l to f i n d 
its n o r t h e r n E / W r e t u r n w h e r e C o l l e g e / N u n n e r y gate m i g h t l ie . S i m i l a r l y 
trenches a l o n g the foot of the s t a n d i n g L a n e - s i d e w a l l m i g h t also y i e l d 
resul ts i n a s m u c h as the F a i r Gate m i g h t be loca ted a n d / o r assoc ia ted 
features i d e n t i f i e d ; a h i g h dens i ty of artefacts c o u l d also be ant i c ipa ted i n 
this ' corr idor toss / loss zone ' . 

T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l of t h i s s i te s h o u l d n o t be 
u n d e r e s t i m a t e d . L e a v i n g as ide c o m p l i c a t i o n s as to w h e r e e x a c t l y the 
f a i r y a r d l a y , w h a t it d o c u m e n t s is a n u n n e r y s u p e r s e d e d b y a col lege. In 
other w o r d s , a success ion of gender c i r c u m s c r i b e d i n s t i t u t i o n s . F u r t h e r 
w o r k i n th is area s h o u l d , i n p a r t , focus u p o n the r e t r i e v a l of the 
archaeologica l correlates of these t w o c o m m u n i t i e s t h r o u g h the r e c o v e r y 
of large, c losed-group artefact assemblages f r o m b o t h before a n d after 1500. 
W h i l e g e n d e r di f ferences per se m a y w e l l escape detec t ion , the spec i f i c 
character of the i n s t i t u t i o n s s h o u l d be r e c o v e r a b l e . E v e n g i v e n the 
res t r ic ted scale of the e v a l u a t i o n f i e l d w o r k , the artefacts h i n t at s u c h 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l d i s t i n c t i o n s . F o r e x a m p l e , w h i l e the pre-1500 p o t t e r y is 
l a r g e l y r e l a t e d to c o o k i n g , the C o l l e g e - d e r i v e d p o t t e r y is a s e r v i c e 
assemblage (and g a r d e n i n g - the 19th c e n t u r y f l o w e r pots) . T h e d e t a i l e d 
s t u d y of w e l l - c o n t e x t e d bone g r o u p s f r o m m o r e large-scale e x c a v a t i o n s 
m i g h t , m o r e o v e r , revea l that there w a s m o r e b u t c h e r y d i r e c t l y associated 
w i t h the N u n n e r y t h a n the C o l l e g e phases . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , p o v e r t y m i g h t 
h a v e d r i v e n the n u n s to s t e w - u p w h a t w o u l d u s u a l l y be c lassed as 
b u t c h e r y waste (R. L u f f per c o m m . ) . A m o n g the other q u e s t i o n s f a u n a l 
a n a l y s i s c o u l d address is the re la t ive i m p o r t a n c e of f i s h , a n d meat i n 
g e n e r a l , i n the diets of these respec t ive i n s t i t u t i o n s . P r e s e r v e d p l a n t 
remains w i l l also y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g the ea t ing habi ts of these 
t w o g r o u p s ( a l t h o u g h great stress m u s t be g i v e n to the ir d e p o s i t i o n a l 
context as o therwise D o n s c o u l d be envisaged c o n s u m i n g f lowers f r o m the 

21 



Master ' s G a r d e n ) . There is , of course , cons iderab le scope for c o n f u s i n g 
s i te-specif ic changes w i t h b r o a d c h r o n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s i n m a t e r i a l 
cul ture a n d patterns of d i s c a r d (e.g. the greater f requency of m e t a l c o o k i n g 
vesse ls i n l a t e / p o s t - M e d i e v a l t i m e s or the p o s s i b i l i t y that p r i m a r y 
b u t c h e r y g e n e r a l l y became a n i n c r e a s i n g l y e x t r a - i n s t i t u t i o n a l a c t i v i t y ) . 
Never the less , this site offers the a lmost u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t y to invest igate 
a success ion of gender-contrast ive c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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